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Examining Differences in Perspective
The Lesson Activities will help you meet this educational goal:
21st Century Skills— You will use critical-thinking skills and effectively communicate your ideas.

Directions
Please save this document before you begin working on the assignment. Type your answers directly in the document. _________________________________________________________________________
Teacher-Graded Activities
Write a response for each of the following activities. Check the Evaluation section at the end of this document to make sure you have met the expected criteria for the assignment. When you have finished, submit your work to your teacher.
1. Character Analysis
Choose a character from a book or a movie whose cultural background is different from your own. The character may have a different ethnic or socioeconomic background. The character might be a foreign diplomat, a cowboy, a dancer, or an artist. The process of completing this compare-and-contrast activity may provide you some insights into your own character. Identify and think about similarities between yourself and the character.
a. Complete the table.

	Character
	

	Background (cultural/social/economic)
	

	Book or movie title
	

	Author/director
	


b. Answer these questions about the character you chose.

1. Describe the character, including appearance, behavior, problems, and dreams.
Type your response here:

2. How are you and the character alike? How are you different?
Type your response here:
3. Describe problems the character faces because of stereotyping. Why do these stereotypes exist?
Type your response here:

4. How does the character handle being stereotyped?
Type your response here:

5. Have you experienced similar problems? If so, how can you connect with this character? If not, how can you understand his or her experiences?
Type your response here:

c. Write a brief narrative piece that describes the character. Then provide a few key details about yourself and compare the character’s personality with yours. In your comparison, reflect on the traits that you have in common as well as those that are different.
Type your response here:
2. Media Coverage
Media coverage of world events from the American viewpoint might differ in both style and context from how the same events are perceived in other regions of the world. Political, financial, or religious factors may influence how a news story is covered. In this activity, you will access American media coverage of an international event such as a diplomatic or sports event or a natural calamity. Look for coverage of the event from at least three different sources. For example, you may go online and read the same story as it is presented by Fox News, CNN, and MSNBC.

a. Compare how different media companies cover the story. Analyze the coverage for potential stereotyping and bias by examining how it presents people from a different culture. Make notes about your analysis. You will use your notes in part c of this activity.
Type your response here:

b. Now find coverage of the same story by an international news service, such as the BBC or English-language versions of media from China, Japan, or Latin America. What is the perspective offered by this media group? How is it similar to and different from the American news coverage?
Type your response here:

c. Use your notes from parts a and b of this activity to create an outline for an oral presentation. Your presentation should address multiple similarities and differences between the news stories that you identified in your research. Reference at least three different examples of biased information (read this definition of bias.) Be sure to support your claims with details, examples, and citations. The distinctions in news reporting are often subtle. Selecting precise terminology, such as bias versus prejudice, is important to support your objective analysis. You may use PowerPoint or a similar presentation program to create visual support for your presentation. The presentation should be 10 to15 minutes long.
Type your response here:

d. If you are working in groups or teams, present your findings to your peers before submitting them to your teacher. Have your peers evaluate the presentation using the rubric in the Evaluation section. Discuss the strengths and areas of improvement for each presentation. Reflect on the elements that make objective news reporting a challenge.
Type your response here:
Evaluation
Your teacher will use this rubric to evaluate the completeness of your work as well as the clarity of thinking you exhibit.
Activity 1: Character Analysis
	
	Concepts and Communication

	Distinguished 
(4 points)
	· Provides a good description of the character’s behavior and perspective

· Highlights all the stereotypes the character faces and the reasons for those stereotypes
· Correctly identifies the character’s approach to handling stereotyping

· Able to discuss in great detail the similarities between self and chosen character
· Able to explain in great detail ability to connect with character despite differences between self and character

· Minimal grammatical errors

· Minimal sentence construction errors

	Proficient 
(3 points)
	· Provides an average description of the character’s behavior and perspective

· Highlights most of the stereotypes the character faces and the reasons for those stereotypes
· Correctly identifies the character’s approach to handling stereotyping

· Able to discuss in detail the similarities between self and chosen character
· Able to explain in detail ability to connect with the character despite differences between self and character

· Few grammatical errors

· Few sentence construction errors

	Developing 
(2 points)
	· Provides a description of the character’s behavior and perspective that is lacking
· Highlights only a few stereotypes the character faces and the reasons for those stereotypes
· Marginally identifies the character’s approach to handling stereotyping

· Able to discuss only a few details about the similarities between self and chosen character
· Able to explain only a few details about ability to connect with the character despite differences between self and character

· Many grammatical errors

· Many sentence construction errors

	Beginning 
(1 point)
	· Provides little or no description of the character’s behavior and perspective

· Highlights few or no stereotypes the character faces and the reasons for those stereotypes
· Not able to identify the character’s approach to handling stereotyping

· Not able to discuss any details about the similarities between self and chosen character
· Not able to explain any details about ability to connect with the character despite differences between self and character

· Lots of grammatical errors

· Lots of sentence construction errors


Activities 2a and 2b: Media Coverage

Your work on these activities leads to your response for activities 2c.

Activity 2c: Media Coverage
	
	Concepts and Communication

	Distinguished (4 points)
	· The presentation analyzes several similarities and differences in coverage by a variety of news sources.
· The presentation contains well-developed topics with supporting details and precise verbs and nouns.
· The presentation thoroughly identifies all of the similarities and differences within and across the texts and cultures discussed in the editorial.


	Proficient 
(3 points)
	· The presentation analyzes several similarities and differences in coverage from more than one news source.
· The presentation contains some well-developed topics and identifies some supporting details using precise verbs and nouns.
· The presentation identifies most of the similarities and differences within and across the texts and cultures discussed in the editorial.

	Developing 
(2 points)
	· The presentation notes at least one similarity or difference between two news sources.
· The presentation contains a topic, identifies some supporting details, and uses some precise verbs and nouns.
· The presentation identifies at least one similarity and one difference within and across the texts and cultures discussed in the editorial.

	Beginning 
(1 point)
	· The presentation lacks information regarding similarities and differences between different news sources.
· The presentation contains a topic that identifies a similarity or a difference but lacks supporting details.
· The presentation fails to identify similarities and differences within and across the texts and cultures discussed in the editorial.
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