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Central Asia and South Asia
The Lesson Activities will help you meet these educational goals:
Inquiry Skills—You will apply disciplinary concepts and tools; analyze societal issues, trends, and events; apply reasoning that requires spatial and environmental perspectives; evaluate change and continuity over time; evaluate and use evidence; and identify and analyze real-world public problems.  
Directions
Please save this document before you begin working on the assignment. Type your answers directly in the document.  _________________________________________________________________________
Self-Checked Activities
Read the instructions for the following activities and type in your responses. At the end of the lesson, click the link to open the Student Answer Sheet. Use the answers or sample responses to evaluate your work.
1. Aral Sea
Consider what you have read about the decline of the Aral Sea. Then read about the history of the Aral Sea, and view these images, which show the Aral Sea from the year 2000 to 2012. 
a. Based on the images, what major changes have occurred in the Aral Sea between 2000 and 2012?
Sample answer: 

Although the Aral Sea was already much depleted in 2000 compared to its 1960 size, the reduction in size seemed to accelerate in the 12 years since 2000. By 2012, the Aral Sea had shrunk drastically, taking up only a fraction of its original size.
b. What are the causes of the Aral Sea’s drastic reduction in size over the past 50 years? What are the effects of its depletion?
Sample answer: 

· Causes – Human actions are the source of the changes to the Aral Sea. In particular, the two rivers that feed the sea, the Syr Darya and the Amu Darya, were dammed in order to make irrigation channels for commercial cotton farming.
· Effects – In the last 50 years, the Aral Sea has all but disappeared. As a result, much of the local population, such as small-scale farmers, has been forced to move away from the area to survive. The sea’s reduction has also devastated local ecosystems.
c. Why have many experts decided that the Aral Sea might be beyond saving? What does this situation say about the effects that human activity can have on the planet?

Sample answer: 

Because the Aral Sea has shrunk by approximately 90 percent since the 1960s, many people believe the damage is probably irreversible. The salinity of the water has increased so drastically that almost all the natural plants and animals living in and around the sea have died off. Scientists have even noted changes in the local climate, with less rainfall causing the entire area around the sea to become more arid. Although this environmental situation is an extreme example, the fate of the Aral Sea illustrates just how destructive human activity can be on the planet. Reversing decades worth of damage to the Aral Sea potentially could take just as much time, if not more, and the area might never fully recover. 
2. Islam in Central Asia
Read the Knowledge Article on the history of Islam in Central Asia. Based on that information, fill in the table below about the Islam’s historical role in Central Asia.
Sample answer:

Answers will vary but should include the following ideas:
	Early Islam in 

Central Asia
	Islam During the Soviet Period
	Islam in Central Asia Today

	· Your answer should include information about Islam spreading to Central Asia through the Silk Road.

· Your answer should include details about how the Russian czars allowed Islam to continue in order to better control the population.
· Your answer should include mention of how Islam in Central Asia was less strict; for example, it allowed women to work and permitted the consumption of alcohol.

	· Your answer should include mention of the Islamic faith being restricted during Soviet reign because the Soviet ideology rejected organized religion.
· Your response could include details about how Soviet officials closed many Islamic mosques and imprisoned many who practiced any religion.
	· Your response should include details about how Islamic practices in the region are permitted more under post-Soviet governments.
· However, your response should also include discussion of how the region’s modern governments still limit and hinder the practice of Islam.

· Your answer could include details about how radical Islamic groups are moving into the region and are beginning to influence the politics and societies of Central Asia.


3. Climate Change in South Asia
Read the Knowledge Article about the effects of climate change in South Asia.
a. The Knowledge Article mentions the term “environmental refugee.” Define this term. Why might the term become more prevalent in the coming decades?
Sample answer: 

Environmental refugees are people who are forced to leave their homes because of environmental changes or natural disasters. This term will become increasingly prevalent as climate change continues and more regions of the world, such as the low-lying areas of India and Bangladesh, are affected. Such environmental changes will force more people to flee their homes.
b. The article compares Bangladesh and the Netherlands. How are these two countries similar? How are they different? 
Sample answer: 

Both Bangladesh and the Netherlands are low-lying countries that face the threat of rising sea waters. But the Netherlands is wealthier than Bangladesh and is therefore able to combat rising sea levels with technology.
c. Concerning climate change, why do some nations think wealthier nations should pay reparations to poorer nations?
Sample answer: 

Scientists link climate change to carbon emissions from industrial activity. Because the wealthier and more developed countries of the world have more industries, they contribute more to climate change than undeveloped countries. Also, poor nations are unable to afford the preparations needed to combat rising sea levels or other impacts of climate change and are therefore the most in danger of its negative effects. 
d. Imagine in the future that climate change causes the destruction of the Ganges Delta, particularly the area known as the Sundarbans. Based on your reading of the Knowledge Article, what is one effect such destruction would have on the local environment and its people?
Sample answer: 

According to the article, the Sundarbans is an area in Bangladesh and India that is home to the world’s largest mangrove forest. Mangrove forests have adapted to flourish in salty water and provide protection against storms, as they can stop fast-rising water and strong winds. As sea levels rise, more of the mangroves are submerged, lessening their ability to stop flooding and wind damage. The destruction of the Sundarbans would result in storms having a much greater impact on the inland regions in the area. The destruction of the mangroves would force many people to leave the Sundarbans region and become environmental refugees.
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