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Analyzing Personal Narratives
The Lesson Activities will help you meet this educational goal:
21st Century Skills — You will use critical-thinking skills and effectively communicate your ideas.
Directions
Please save this document before you begin working on the assignment. Type your answers directly in the document. _________________________________________________________________________

Teacher-Graded Activities

Write a response for each of the following activities. Check the Evaluation section at the end of this document to make sure you have met the expected criteria for the assignment. When you have finished, submit your work to your teacher.
1. Personal Poems
Read the poems listed below. Note how each poem addresses establishing dreams and setting goals. As you read, begin to think about your personal dreams and goals.
· "Dreams" by Langston Hughes

· "From the Dark Tower" by Countee Cullen

· poems that motivate and inspire
Now write your response to the poems by answering these questions:
a. What emotions are being expressed in the poems?
Type your response here:

b. What language conveys the emotion to the reader?
Type your response here:
c. Briefly describe a situation in which you felt a similar emotion.
Type your response here:

d. Why is it important for a person to have dreams?
Type your response here:
e. What do you think happens to dreamers whose dreams do not work out?
Type your response here:

f. There are many types of dreams, and there are many ways to set goals for achieving them. Your own personal dreams and goals probably came to mind as you were working through this activity. Write down some of your goals.
Type your response here:

2. Your dreams and goals
a. Respond to each statement in the table with either agree or disagree. Think about your reasons for making each response.

Type your response here:
	Statement
	Agree or Disagree?

	1. Setting goals for yourself is a waste of time.
	

	2. If you dream of an accomplishment and work hard enough toward it, you can succeed.
	

	3. You should set your goals low so that you will not be disappointed.
	

	4. All people are born equal.
	

	5. All people in the United States deserve the same rights and freedoms.
	

	6. People who migrate to the United States from other countries do not deserve the same rights and freedoms as those who are born in the country.
	

	7. People should just be satisfied with what they have and not try to improve their lives.
	

	8. You should not be concerned with anyone else. Just lead your life the way you want and get what you need.
	

	9. People with customs that differ from yours do not fit into your circle of friends.
	

	10. "The American Dream" incorporates not only life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness, but also comfortable housing and a good job.
	


Share your responses to these statements with a group or a partner. Explain your responses. If you and your group or partner disagree on a response, discuss why there is a difference of opinion on the subject.
b. Read the quotations in the table. In the right column, write the meaning of the highlighted dream as used in the author’s context. With a partner or a group, discuss the differences between dreams and goals. Then describe and discuss either a dream or one of your personal goals or aspirations.

Type your response here:

	Quotation
	Your Interpretation

	"Hold fast to dreams for if dreams die, life is a broken-winged bird that cannot fly."

—Langston Hughes
	

	"I've dreamt in my life dreams that have stayed with me ever after, and changed my ideas; they've gone through and through me, like wine through water, and altered the colour of my mind."

—Emily Brontë
	

	"Now Allah has created the dream not only as a means of guidance and instruction, I refer to the dream, but he has made it a window on the Unseen."

—Prophet Mohammed
	

	"The future belongs to those who believe in the beauty of their dreams."

—Eleanor Roosevelt
	


c. Identify and explain similarities between the four quotations. Support the parallelism you find with examples from the quotes.

Type your response here:

d. This sample dream tree depicts the dream of becoming state governor. Based on this dream, the person created goals and steps to reach each goal.
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Think of the dreams and goals you listed in the previous activities. Select a dream that is especially important to you and develop it into your own dream tree.

Type your response here:

e. In this activity, you developed a greater appreciation for the power of dreams. You learned that when accompanied by goals and aspirations, dreams can become powerful influences that lead to change. Assess your understanding of the power of dreams by rating yourself from 1 to 4, based on the criteria in the Student column of the Evaluation rubric.
Type your response here:
My rating: 
Evaluation
Your teacher will use this rubric to evaluate the completeness of your work as well as the clarity of thinking you exhibit.
Activity 1: Personal Poems
Your work on this activity is ungraded. It supports and leads to your response for activity 2.

Activity 2: Your Dreams and Goals
	
	Teacher’s Evaluation
	Student’s Evaluation

	Distinguished
(4 points)
	· Shows deep understanding of the theme and language of the readings
· Completes all activities diligently and with thorough understanding
· Shows strong understanding of how dreams can be approached through goal setting
· Creates clear and thorough plans and steps to achieving goals
	· I could completely relate my personal experiences to the situations in the readings.

· I was able to fully understand the feelings demonstrated by the authors and the characters in the readings.
· I learned about the importance of dreams and goals and see their effect on a person’s accomplishments in life.

	Proficient
(3 points)
	· Shows clear understanding of the theme and language of the readings

· Completes all activities as expected
· Shows some understanding of how dreams can be approached through goal setting
· Plans and creates steps to achieve goals
	· I could relate some of my personal experiences to the situations in the readings.

· I was able to understand the feelings demonstrated by the authors and the characters in the readings.
· I learned about the importance of dreams and goals and how they may affect a person’s accomplishments in life.

	Developing
(2 points)
	· Shows some understanding of the theme and language of the readings

· Completes some of the activities
· Shows limited understanding of how dreams can be approached through goal setting
· Creates marginal plans and steps to achieve goals
	· I could relate a few of my personal experiences to the situations in the readings.

· I was able to understand some of the feelings demonstrated by the authors and the characters in the readings.
· I learned some new things about dreams and goals.

	Beginning
(1 point)
	· Does not show an understanding of the theme and language of the readings

· Completes only one or two activities

· Shows no understanding of how dreams can be approached through goal setting
· Makes no plans to achieve goals 
	· I could not relate my personal experiences to the situations in the readings.

· I was not able understand the feelings demonstrated by the authors and the characters in the readings.
· I did not learn much about how dreams and goals affect a person’s life.
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Lesson Activities





Dream


To become state governor





Goals


Run for and win a student government office.


Run for and win local political office.





Steps to Reach My Goals


Plan a campaign.


Get to know voters.


Show voters how I will represent them as their elected official.
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